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FIVE DAILY PRAYERS IN THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY QUR'AN

In our little state of Kerala situated in the souther region of India a heated controversy
has been going on for the past two and a half decades on the number of times of compulsory
ritual prayer in Islam. An organization named Qur'an- Sunnat Society has been in full swing
in Kerala for the past three decades and they have boldly come forward with a cute challenge
by offering to present a handsome some of money as award to t hose who can substantiate the
five daily prayers in the light of the Holy Qur'an. No Indian state can be found more abundant
in Arabic and Islamic scholars than our Kerala, the most pulchritudinous state in India. In
Arabic and other foreign countries Keralite Arabic scholars are in good demand for working
in various capacities, their mastery over the Arabic language being taken into account. Still,
unfortunately, no Arabic scholar has so far been able to take the challenge like a man. So this
poor ling, a very humble self who knows nothing about Arabic has been making an in-dept
and very profound research ( as far as I am concerned), as though enlightened by divine
inspiration, in the like faculties and controversial issues for the last 20 years. As a humble
attempt refute the claims of the microscopic but very active and potential denomination called
Qur'an -Sunnat Society. I have also written a book titled 'The Fact of Prayer' Qadian.

The result of my humble research can be summed up as follows:
What is important to note here is that different translators of the Holy Qur'an have given

different meanings to the relevant verses of the Holy Qur'an that mention the five daily
prayers prescribed by Islamic religion,
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For example, let's read as follows from the well known translation of Allama Abdullah
Yusuf Ali Sahib.

1. "And established regular prayers at the ENDS OF THE DAY and at the approaches of the
night"
(See page 617 the Holy Qur'an Translation of the meaning and commentry - Allama Abdullah
Yusuf Ali)
Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall : a very famous translator of the Holy Qur'an and a native of great
britian renders the verse into English.

2. "Establish worship at the ENDS OF THE DAY, and in some watches of the night"
(The Qur'an Translated - Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall Published by International committee
for the support of the final prophet page 250)

3. "You shall observe the salat prayers at both ENDS OF THE DAY, and during the night"
(Qur'an the final scripture (authorized English version) by Rashad Khalifa Ph.D Imam, Mosque of
Tuscon, Tuscon, Arizona Page:154)

Malavi Sher Ali SAhib translates :

4. "And observe prayer at the ENDS OF THE DAY and in the hours of the night that are

nearer the day"
(The Holy Qur'an Arabic text and English traslation by Maulavi Sher Ali - Published by Islam
International Publications Limited. in 2011 under the Auspices of Mirza Masroor Ahmed Page 258)




Mirza Tahir Ahmed Says in his Translation :

5. "AND OBSERVE PRAYER AT THE ENDS OF THE DAY
AND PARTS OF THE NIGHT CLOSE TO THE DAY" (Ibid Page: 258 footnote)

Famous Ahmadi Scholar in Kerala Maulavi Muhammed Abul Wafa Sahib Translates the verse as
given below:

6. "ESTABLISH RITUAL PRAYER AT THE TWO PARTS OF THE DAY AND IN THE
FIRST PARTS OF THE NIGHT."
(Holy Qur'an Arabic text with Malayalam Translation and commentary by Maulavi Muhammed
Abul Wafa Published under the auspices of Mirza Tahir Ahmed by Islam International Publications
Limited).

Malik Ghulam Farid renders the verse into English as follows :

7. "AND OBSERVE PRAYER AT THE TWO ENDS OF THE DAY,

AND IN SOME HOURS OF THE NIGHT."
(The Holy Qur'an English Translation and commentary Page:480 Edited by Malik Ghulam Farid
Published under the auspices Mirza Nasir Ahmed)

Maulana Muhammad Ali Translates:

8. "AND KEEP UP PRAYER AT THE TWO ENDS OF THE DAY
AND IN THE FIRST HOURS OF THE NIGHT"
(The Holy Qur'an Arabic text, English Translation and commentary by Maulana Muhammad Ali
Page:459, Published by Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at Islam, Lahore. INC - U.S.A)

Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmed renders the verse into English as given below :

9."AND KEEP UP PRAYER AT THE TWO ENDS OF THE DAY
AND IN THE HOURS OF THE NIGHT THAT ARE NEARER THE DAY"
(The Holy Qur'an with English Translation and commentary Vol. 2 Page : 1127) Mirza Bashiruddin
Mahmood Ahmed , Published by the Oriental and religious publishing corporation Ltd. Rabwah)

ANALYSIS
The sum total of the quoted Translations can given below as synopsis.

The translators have obviously made awful blunder in rendering the word (Taraf) into
English no doubt they have utterly failed in grasping the Qur'anic phraseology particularly
the wording like 'Taraf’, 'Zulaf’, and 'Nahaar' etc.

o, -

There is a conspicuous contract between the Arabic word &-952 (Taraf) and another
similar Arabic word (875 (Taraf). The former means 'end' while the latter the second
radical of which having a vowel point or vowel symbol (—=—) suggest 'part' undoubtedly
though the same connotes 'end' rarely. The 'day' means, as known to each and every human
being full well, literate and illiterate alike, time between SUNRISE and SUNSET. Imam
Abul Qasim Husain bin Muhammad known as Imam Raghibul Asfahaani, a reputed savant
who had no match in his contemporary scholars wrote the celebrate Arabic Lexicon titled
Al Mufradaat - Fi - Ghareebil Qur'an which was prepared to explain and explicate the
Qur'anic terms exclusively. Imam Raghib writes in his Mufradaat in clear - cut terms that
""Basically the day means the time between the SUNRISE and the SUNSET"'.
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(Al Mufradaat Page:506)

So, according to our 'great' translators Muslims all over the globe are supposed to pray at
the rising of the sun and setting of this nearest star to the planet earth because their wording
'ends' denotes sunrise and sunset viz the two ends of the day. Butitis forbidden for all
Muslims in Islam to offer prayer at the rising of the sun and at the time of the setting of the
sun.

Prophet Muhammed, the seal of prophets and the greatest Messenger of Almighty Allah
swallallahu alaihi wa sallam peace and blessing of Allah be upon him forbade us praying both
at the time of the rising of the sun and at the time of the setting of the sun

(Bukhari & Muslim 4Je 3225 Agreed Upon)

Therefore, according to the translators, no Muslims on the face of Allah's earth do not
perform obligatory prayer in accordance with the august and vivid teachings of the Noble
Qur'an. Outrageous and very ridiculous indeed.

It is not likely that the Holy Qur'an meant the Canonical 'day' which stats from dawn
and lasts until sunset here but the generally and globally accepted 'day' Now let's assume for
the sake of argument that the Qur'an intends the canonical day here. Still, there is no harm in
interpreting the prayers in J312% &35 (Zulafan minallayl) as Maghrib, Isha' and Subah
(Fajr) since in Al Qamoos, anauthorized Arabic dictionary it is clearly recorded that Zulafa
can be said both of the first part of the night. In other words approach of night can be said of
the times of Subah (Fajr - Dawn prayer) as well as of Maghrib (After Sunset prayer) and
Isha' (Late after sunset prayer).

The Tarafayinnahar (JLG-J‘@,L ) becomes Zuhar and Asar prayers (Noon prayer
and late afternoon prayer). Imam Zujaj says that by JLg.J! e} ,bl (Atrafunnahaar) which
appears in the verse 20:130 of the Holy Qur'an Zuhar and Asar prayers are meant. Imam Ibin
Al Khalbi opines that 5\:3.J! ZI551  (Atrafunnahaar) means 'hours of the day' and not ends
the day.

Imam Abdul Abbas says by 5L’g..ﬂ e} ,Ll (Atrafunnahaar) in 20:130 of the Holy Qur'an
actually JL@.J!@ 575 (Tharafayi annahaar) in two parts of the day are meant' and not three
or more times of the day. Imam Raghib says < J.E (Taraf) means (Jaanib) whose English
equivalent is side or part.

(See Imam Allama Ibin Al Mansur's famous lexicon titled Lisanul Arab Page: 147 Volume 8)
(Refer Imam Raghib's Al Mufradaat Page : 305)

0. r'd
THE MEANING OF 355 (TARAF)

% ¢ s . . . .
1. &Jjb (Taraf) means &‘Lgk’ (jaanib). it means side or part (Al Mufradaat Page:305)

00 'd
2. &Jj.b (Taraf) means Part (Arabic to English Learners' Dictionary by F. Steingass Ph.D 1996
Edition Gaurav Publishing House, New Delhi, Page: 633)

Tarafayi Annahaar ( JLg.J\ P 5755 ) means two parts of the day. QL&;Z (tarafaani) is in
the nominative case while v - 7L (Tarafay) is in the Accusative and genitive cases. (Tarafay)




in the verse of the Holy Qur'an is in the Accusative case ( b ‘,24.022 ).
The Meaning of Zulaf ( ujj )

1. Zulafa which is the singular form of Zulaf of means part of the night. If 5.:4.‘3 (Zulfah) the
singular form means part of the night, naturally, the plural form % (Zulaf) can mean parts
of the night, hours of the night, times of the night and watches of the night. for a noun to be
plural, in the Arabic language, three or more number is needed. So Zulafan Minallayl can
mean three or more times of the night.

See what Imam Al Bukhari says in Sahih Al Bukhari, volume 2 Page : 678
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(Zulaf means times or hours. The word Muzdalifah, name of a famous place in Makkah
where night stay at one of the canonically prescribed rights is obligatory in Haji Pilgrimage, is
named after it Rank, stage and place are other shades of meaning Zulaf holds, Zulafaa is the
gerund meaning approaching or nearing. 'Izdalafoo' means 'Ijtamaoo' that is 'they gathered.'
'Azlafnaa’' means 'Ajma'naa which means '"We collected').

Sahaaranpoori, a famous interpreter of Sahih Al Bukhari says:
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(Muzdalifa is derived from Zulaf. It is named so because people are expected to go there in
the bours of the night)

As already mentioned, Muzdalifa ( 3:0,‘3} ) is an important place in Makkah. It is a highly
significant locality closely to the rituals of the Hajj pilgrimage staying at Muzdalifa at one of
the prescribed nights is an obligatory part of hajj (Greater Pilgrimage) and Umrah (Lesser
Pilgrimage).

2. '"Zulfah' means part of the night and 'Zulaf' means parts of the night

(Arabic to English Learners' Dictionary Page: 461 Author F. Steingass, Published in New
Delhi, by Gaurav publishing House in 1996)

3. Zulafah also means Manzilah ( 4 }.2 ) and Huzwa ( ? ‘;L.” ) Manzilah can be translated
as degree, rank, place, stage, etc. 'Huzwa' means favour, goodwill, etc. In the aforementioned
verse of the Qur'an, stage or part of the night can only be taken as the meaning of 'Zulafah'
(Refer Al Mufradaat, Page:219)

Some scholars, we do not underestimate their calibre but we appreciate their talent and
genius are of the opinion that by 'Tarafayinnahaar' Subah, Zuhar and Asar prayers are meant
and according to them 'Zula fun Minallyi' means Magrhib and is a prayers only and not
Subah (Fajr). If it were so, Zulafun Minallayl would have been replaced by zulfatayni




Minallayl (Dual form of Zulfah' u\:ﬂj 'Zulfataani' in the nominate case and 'zulfatayni'
in the accusative and g enltlve cases) As Arabic has, like Greek and sanscrit, a dualnumber
Tasniya or Musanna ( ‘.s-n-uﬁ / & d:u.t.’:‘ ) distinct from the plural (Jam' 253 ) and the plural
number is used here in the verse (11 114). and not the dual, it is quite reasonable to argue that
at least three or more times are meant. The above mentioned savants do not seem to have sense
of grammar in grasping the true spirit of the Divine verse,

Therefore, briefly speaking no sane and reasonable person can ever gainsay that the Holy
Qur'an cither clearly expressed or vividly and evidently implied the FIVE DAILY PRAYERS
in verse No: 114 chapter No: 11 (Surah Hud) 'Tarafayn’' is dual (2) in accordance with Arabic
Grammar while 'Zulaf' is plural form and so by 'Zulaf' at least three (3) or more times are
meant. So five times of canonical obligatory prayer has been substantiated here in the light of
the Divine verse of the Holy Qur'an. What we have just to do now is simply add 2 and 3. Two
plus three equals five. Simple calculation! We do not need a whole verse of the Holy Qur'an to
prove the number of Daily ritual prayers of Islam in the light of the holy book of Guidance
except a tiny part of a single verse. That is what this humble study promulgates to the whole
world and entire mankind. If we take it for granted that the translators have not erred in their
so called translations we will have to admit that no Muslim has ever offered swalah (Ritual
Prayer) in accordance with the teachings of the Holy Qur'an. We seek refuge with Allah from
uttering such nonsense.

May Allah Almighty save all Muslims from babbling erroneous ideas and unwholesome things
especially in the matter of religion May he save us from the quicks and of all aberrations.
Amin.

Dr. E. Thahir
'Thushara'
S.N. College Road
Kannur-7, 670007

Mob: 9746525847
Office: 0497 2835315

e-mail:thahiredappakath@gmail, com

Assistant by : Abdul Salam, Perode
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|I M. So the strang and fast undercurrents of spiritual upliftment, ideological energy, Zeal and

(| enthusiasm are, definitely in letter ang Spirit, surging along the valley of the hearts of the disciples

| nitiated sincerely and tamestly to his blessed denomination as well. Thus this humble self has grasped

| the difference between the Ruh and Nafs very minutely and absolutely correctly to the best of the

(| knowledge and belief of this brother of yours in Islam. All the erroneous ideas, statements and

|
| conclusions erected on the feeble and extremely weak foundation can well be hoped to be shattered, by |
.
.

/ : ; |
it the grace of almighty Allah in this humble but profound thesis. |
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! What | have realized, first Intuitively and then in Quranic research, concerning the Auh can be 1
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Il {The Holy Qur'an 17:85)

|

.|] “ AND They ask you concerning the ‘RUH'. Praclaim The * RUH Is by the commandment of MY

|

|'| LORD ,And of the knowledge thereof you have been given but a little”

l'] THE DEFINITION OF THE ‘RUH’
!

|| It is highly significant to note that there is only one single surah {chapter) in the entire Holy Qur'an that
,\ gives the definition of the Ruh.It is the eighty fifth verse of the surah Isra’-the night journey (17:85the |

| Haly Qur'an)which s queted abave. Haly Qur,an provides a clear cut definition of AL RUH{The Ruh)

2022.09.10 12:495
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Holy Qur'an English Translation & commn entary Edited by Malik Ghulam Farid Page.601 Publishe a:i,'
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der the auspices of Hadrat Mirz: MNasir Ahmad by the Oriental and Re ligious Publishing Corpors '-ll-Ilé
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halik Ghulam Farid’s Commentary I

‘In the period of their spiritual decline and decadence the jews seemn to have come to dabble in ocrult |
i practices like many modern spiritualists, Theosophists and Hindu Yogis. Some of the jews of Medina also |

|l seem to have resorted to these practices in the time of the Holy Prophet. This is why when the Meccan
i

||i idolaters sought their help to confute the Holy Praphet, they suggested that they ( the Mecean idolaters) |
i should question him about the human soul The soul derives its powers from the command of God and
| anything else that is claimed to be acquired by the so called spiritual exercises and magical art is all
|

i humbug. The question regarding the nature of the human soul is reported to have been first put to the

il

||| prophet at Mecca by the jews at Medina. The soul has been described here as something created by the
i

i direct command of God. According to the Qur'an all aeration falls under tweo categories: (1) Original

| creation which is brought about without the aid or help of any substance or matter previously created

|'i {2) Subsequent creation which is brought about with the aid and help of the means and matter

| previously created . The former kind of creation falls under the category of Amr [ Lit. command) for
I

I| which see 2:113 and the latter is known as Khalg iLit.creating). The human soul belongs to the first |
I

| category. The word Ruh also means Divine revelation ( Lane).The context seems to support this

:L!|| meaning” (Ibid)

|

i| Muhammad Marmaduke Pickhall translates:

|| 4."They will ask you concerning the spirit.Say :The spirit is by comfnand of my lord, and of knowledge

II you have been given but little”

|i| (The Quran Translated, Message for Humanity Page 304 by MuhammadMarmuduke Pickthall Published

| by international Committee for the support of the final prophet, Washington USA)
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As seen above, the most important meaning of the word "Ame’ is order, command and commandment.

{
il Affair or business is the least significant meaning of this Arabic word. The Muslim scholars took the most |

insignificant meaning here and totally tarnished the correct implication of the divine word. What else

§l can we call themn other than the enemies or foes Allah? Are they so ignorant and careless? Owing to our

moral indignation ,We cannot help calling them the original opponents of true Islam. The so called

cholars sound 1o remind us that the verse means God would prefer us to keep our noses right out of His

| business!

| Alhamdu lillah, praise be to god .from such awful misinterpretations the schelars quoted eqrlier are

cecured.None of them has been 50 base Mow first of let's take the first and second among the

| quoted transiations an documentaries T he world famous Islamic savant Allama Abdullah Yusaf &li sahib

can be seen wel L"',;E'n',l, ned on the subject. He has inlerpreted Ruh lL"r:L".'Ei'! by the grace of Allah
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The four Senses or Implications of Ruh

the Holy Qur'an {16:2)

e sends dow

saying,

{The Holy Qur'an
By Maulawi Sher Ali Page 299 Publis
International Publications Limited 2011)
§ Apart from 17:85 which defines Rubh, Almighty Allah has used the
| various pla
. 2. Archange
Revelation. 5o he has been called Ruh by Allah Almighty. While Gabriel has been ¢
| place in the Holy Qur'an

relalion at

For example, e

with revelation by His command on whomsoever of His s
rn people that there is no God but 1, so take Me alone for your protector

Arabic Text and English Translation

ed under the auspices

psts human soul’ or "sp

iel. No doubt, Archangel Gabriel is the most impaortint and the he

-

¢ been described as
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inspired book by our comima
A4 .Mercy. T he Holy Qur'an as a w wale is mercy bestowed on the m
Sa it can well be called Mercy. Hence all the four senses of Ruh are
|
| Bearer of Divine Revelation, The Holy Qur'an which is the direct revels

riel and Mercy or compassion revealed in the form of the Holy Box

| apparently different four shades of meaning tl in be attributed 1

| ‘Raubh’ Actually Ruh and Rauh are the same. Imam Ragh b Al Asfahar

-

I
| “Basically Ruh and Rauh are one and the same

¥ Rauh can mean Mercy, Clemency, Compassion, graciousness and

In 4:117 of the Holy Qur'an Jesus Christ { Prophet lsa peace be upc
|

|I';a‘.'r:' been born out of the breath of God almighty. Ruhullah [ Ruh of

| alaihissalam just as Kalimullah ( The one spoken to by Allah) is

Alaihissalam

| (The fact they mistook ‘Ruh’ for ‘Mafs’) can will be summarized as given below ir
|

i Allama syed Ismail Shihabuddin, 8 modern interpreter of the Holy Qur'ar

o § - AL s

S el ;
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prart ol ;

i
{| from Allah Almighty. It simply means Isa alaihissalam is a mercy, from Allah. Raul

the e

cted, [ivine Rewve
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‘breath’. In Arahic (‘Mafas’ not ‘Nafs’) is the word for ‘breath’. Jesus Christ is widely believed to |

i The misconception of the majority of the ancient interpreters of khe Haly Qur'an concerning F

oguent words of §
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eventh transk can Biver i tegory while the fifth translation and the sixth translation can '|
| |
ll be put togeths 1 another category.That is to say the fifth and the sixth translations are identical in i
I mea ning . They belong to Maulana Muhammad Ali and Rashad Khalifa respectively. Whatever ||

have with them, we cannot help but say aloud exquisite and excellent §

1anloeical
deological

translation as

‘Ruh’ in the

eye and examine any verse containing the w

ar as their translations are concerned because they have used the word ‘Revelation’ for
If we open an impartia
|
|

e can only behold the implication as Revelation,

RUH AND WAHY — A CONTRAST

hy' But every "Wahy' may not necessarily be “Rub’. It is so because “wahy’ ¢can be used

Every ‘Ruh’ is Wa

for both Divine | or Angelic) Revelation and satanic Inspiration. But ‘Rub’ is restricted to Divine and

| Angelic Inspira 1 and Revelation ;:!
;- (Ref. Al Muf by Imam Raghib &l Asfahani published by Dar Al Ma‘rifah, Beirut Lebanon Page 531) |
| |
|

I What hadrat Ahmad Alaihissalam understood by the word Ruh

|
il In The philosop highly celebrated works of the promised

of the teaching of Islam’, one of thé

y
B Messiah an interpratation of the twenty ninth verse of the fifteenth chapter [ 15:29 Holy Qur'an) can be |
H

|! read as given below:

i P wa e B X
a0 R T dd g B A 3

| - |

l sl .

f (15:29)
1%

! When | have completed his framework and have set right all his manifestation of Glory and have {|

ed into him My spirit, then fall down in prostration all of you, on this account’
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I The | ning given iy Hadrat | shiruddin Mahmood Almad Sahib to the verse 15;2¢ i

|

‘ have fashioned | perlection and have breathed into him of M irit, Tall ye down n §
|.'II| laly Cur'am with Engh | wlation and comime f olume 1l {ap 1y ¥ lished under the [!
A « 1 I.

auspicesol Hadrat Mirz asi Ahmad Page 1286) I

| il
| Keral I Inter lation o the Qur'ani rae 15:4 |
| |
l'. el i Ahm aulana Abul W b wrole in commentar I rse 15:29 ¢ |
| the |
- |
| Here the implication by the word Ruh is Divine Inspiration. That is to say when he has been raised as a |'

| praphet being charged with Divine Inspiration { wahy) unguestioning abedience to him is expected from

|

| you and you must help him in all passible Il'"-'llp""" ||

| il

il (The Holy Qur'an Arabic Text w th Malayalam Translation and short commentary published by Islam I
International Publications limited, England written by Maulana Abul Wafa Page 487)

SCRUTINISE WITH IMPARTIAL EYES
wolding all prejudice let’s scrutinize some more verses in which RUL appe ared in the Holy

Qur'an.fs indicated elsewhere 17:85 is the key verse in which appears the definition of Ruh Ruh is

defined as Aevelation emerging from the commandment af Allah Apart from the key verse 17:85 we

| have so many verses mentoning Ruh. At least 19 verses have been counted by us, in addition 1o
17:85.In which the word ‘Rul’is mentioned twice, All of them can only mean either Divine Revelation o

its main bearer Archangel Gabriel and again either the Qur'an or Divine Mercy { also Divine Breath)

| Let’'s take 19717

= :_;..‘l,-' LB

1 G s

@52 05 B JESIELS

“Thus she screencd hersell from them, Then we sent to her our ¢hief bearer of Revelation and it
i

appeared to her as a perfect man”

Here Ruh means Gabriel { The main bearer of Revelation)
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{ The r g given by Hadrat jashiruddin Mahmood Ahmad Sahib to the verse 15:29
;L: i ve fashion erfection and have br hed into him of My spirit, fall ve down in |
l:I e Hol iF'an with English Translation and commentar olume Il {apz \ Published under the |
15 | at M i d Page 1286)
|il Keralite madi Scholar's Interpretation to the Qur'anic verse 15:29
| A veteran Keralite Ahmadi scholar Maulana Abul Wafa Sahib wrote in commentary verse 15:29 of §
- - '
i the qurar I
fl.llh-u- the implication by the word Ruh is L]ix'ir|L>_Id|ls;_1irL!l|I[|1 That is to say, when he has been raised as a |
X I prophet being charged with Divine Inspiration { wahy) unguestioning obedience 10 him is expected from §
| you and you must help him in all possible ways” |
| (The Holy Qur'an Arabic Text with Malayalam Translation and short commentan published by Islam
l International Publications limited, England written by Maulana Abul Wafa Page 487) !
; SCRUTINISE WITH IMPARTIAL EYES :
{
| Avoiding all prejudice let's scrutinize some more verses in which RUh appeared in the HC"";
il |
|r' Qur'an.As indicated elsewhere 17:85 is the key verse in which appears the definition of Ruh. Ruh is :
| |
!delin'-.-ri as Revelation emerging from the commandment of Allah. Apart from the key verse 17:85 we ;
!; have so many verses mentioning Ruh. At least 19 verses have been counted by us, in addition to |
( X
' 17:85.1n which the word ‘Ruh’is mentioned twice. All of them can only mean either Divine Revelation or :i
| its main bearer Archangel Gabriel and again either the Qur'an or Divine Mercy ( also Divine Breath). .
f'
i Let's take 19”17 I
| |
} AT .« oy et |
R | Ga B 2033 0e B 02E :
i it 3 1
p ' “Thus she screened herself from them. Then we sent to her our dhief bearer of Revelation and it I
3 appeared to her as a perfect man” jl
' Here Ruh means Gabriel | The main bearer of Revelation) !
' I
|
il
i
E Al
E —
=
-
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ho believe in A 1 12 I day loving those who oppose
EET. BV | 1 they be their fatt r their sons or their brethren, or their kindred

they in whose hearts Allah has inscribed true faith and whom he has stre ngthened with inspiration

Himsel. And He will biring them into Gardens underneath which rivers flow, wherein they will

ide. God is well pleased with them, and they are well pleased with Him, They are God's Party. Lol Is it
1 the God's part

whao are the successful?
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And che who guarded her chastity, so we breathed into her Our inspiration, and we made her and her |

| I
| |
an a sign for the whole warld |
320 v R s, uf e e H

12:9 -t.;ll '.-t:' L."_’-".i s ,_J" E__: C_ 3 "'\_l_;,u’;J

Then He made him perfect and breathed into him of His Inspiration, and gave you ears and eyes., little §

t is that you give thanks!”
A GENERAL TRUTH

here is nothing wrong in using the terms such as sunrise, sunset and darkness although there is nothing |
15 sunrise, sunset and darkness in reality. If you ask why, the answer is quite simple: viz, they are literal

isapes and we will have to use them in our day to day affairs., in our daily life. We can see nothing

explicate the matter more lucidly. Actually lesser light is darkness, and there is nothing as darkness |

The light or luminary is a reality and it is existing. But darkness has no existence in itself. 5o is

2022.09.10 12:47




1 ring ] Agon | [ of all pood virtues. Bul that can never mean that th <
ls Do he maj e Qur'an i\ -' have
I i E [ nable If; T Mnce § ie '
B Ruh wiz spirit | eyond the ken of humar owledge and intellect and s0 On
|
habbling for nothing what diculous ideal Qutrageous indeed!!!
I another way In order it i wne who has ge leum or
| . 2 |
| i of inte tands the same very lucidly and clearly. The atom has been de 1 the |§

ticle and the smallest particle that

Atomos’ meaning the uncut particle, the indivisible

| Greek wi

| cannot be furthe ded. But atom's divisibility has now been scie ntifically substantiated and proven.

|" Mowadays atom is divided and transformed to energy instantaneously while being divided. Now we
|
have atomic particles, atomic energy and our beloved and cherished theory of relativity viz E=Mc’

ctein. 5till we use the word atom ( literally uncut indivisible).

|| discovered by the great scientist A

|

| ¥ : y i ; ey

| There is nothing wrong in using that d even in this revolutionary scientific era af Atomic Energy

because using such terms as atom ( Lit. uncut particle) is merely a matter of expediency. Such

|l expedience and ne are quite natural and reasonable. Yes, it is 5o common in each ar d every

|
| eld of activity. We don't see anything wrong in it. But the present meaning and correct implication of

![ such words cannot be forgotten or neglected

h as spirit or soul instead of Revelation or Inspiration. But that |

‘Ruh’ is likely to be translated into Eng

we try to say is that though ‘Rub’ in the above mentioned verses

l doesn’t mean that Ruh means spirit or soul in the literal sense of the word. As a matter of fact there is |
| nothing as soul or spirit existing. What w

| can be rendered into English as soul or spirit, due to limitations of language, here the spirit or soul has to
be construed as Divine Revelation or Divine Inspiration.

' It should be kept in memory that there iz nothing as soul or spirit, in the sense laymen understand by

If the word, What is there is Divine Inspiration or Divine Revelation. A legorical usages are quite comman

ii in world Classical literatures. The Holy Qur'an, the highest literary book in the entire universe is replete

with allegories. Hence, it is to be grasped that whenever you use soul or spirit in the translation of Ruh it

Il is to be construed as Divine Revelation or Inspiration. Howewver we had better use the word Divine

Divine Breath or Mercy and sometimes the chief bearer of Divine

|
|
IF.-.wc-iaLirJr., Divine Inspiration,
|

Revelation |
I it
" |
|
]
1% 1

12
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O use and

r ithe like in the

le to th

ynomyms. In f: e truth of the matter is the other way
entirely different. But we have been using those words { soul, |
elete such wrong notie and erroneaus ide Otherwise, the
and the future § eration will be confused 1o Lhe ||II|'T'

| REFERENCE {RUH)

The Holy Quran

16:104
17:85
19:17
21:91

16;193

32:9
In72
40:115
42:52
£8:22
bGi12
Ta
78:38

q7:4
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NAFS IN THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY QUR’AN

K. E. THAHIR

-

\s @ matter of fact, ‘Nafs’ in the actual sense of the word is so vast a subject the depth:

ch still remain fathom| A lot of erroneous ideas have been attributed to ‘Nafs’ even by
t scholars who deal witl he Qur'an Many are the people who are still in the abyss of
confusion whether ‘Nafs' and ‘Ruh’ are the same. A lually Nafs and Ruh are entirely different
The holy Qur'an has mentioned the ‘Rub’ 21 times while ‘Nafs’ has been mentioned in the
Divine Book more than two hundred times, ‘Nafs’ and ‘Nafas’ are words with differem

neanings. At the same time ‘Ruh’ and 'Nafas’ (not Nafs) are synonyms and both of them mean

breath while the former connotes Revelation and Inspiration also. Perhaps the similarity
between Mafs and Nafas has led to the serious misunderstanding that Ruh and Nafs are
synonyms. By the word ‘Nafs’ the Holy Qur'an means consciousness of Awareness and not spirit
or soul whose existence has neither vet been scientifically proven nor seems to be
substantiated in the days to come. i you use spirit, soul or whatever word to denote ‘Nafs’,

actually Nafs is consciousness or awareness. We are glad to let you know that the outcome of

thice

impartial research has been perfectly in tune with the modern Parapsychology and the
latest developments of all other branches of science so as to offer the best and the truest ever
possible information concerning Nafs to those who are interested in the study of the Haly

Our'an, the Divine Book

Let’s muse on the following verse of the Zumar Surah {39:42) in the Holy Qur'an

r

e el l'\'J'l-_-?"..:rl—- all |

Ay geod| L2l o | e b
o i g - hoh i

5 s =
""(39:42)

—F T

Maulana Sher Ali Sahib translates the verse:

“Allah takes away the souls of human beings at the time of their death, and during their
sleep of those also that are not yet dead. And then He retains those against which He has
decreed death, and sends back the others till an appointed term. In that surely are signs for

a people who reflect” P-544

Rashad Khalifa, Ph.D

“God puts the souls to rest at the time of death and at the time of sleep. He seizes the one

i ] 2, and Jets 3 | | ti 2 pre rmined time, These are
that is decreed to die, and lets the other one go until the predete e i

lescans for peopls who reflect 317
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in its sleep. | eeps that {soul) for which He has ordained desth and dismisses the rest till
n appeinted term. Lo! Herein are signs for people who take thought”. P-476

T Ml
“It is Allah that takes the souls (of men at death, And those that die not (He takes) during

their sleep. Those on whom He has passed the decree of death, He keeps back (From

i |. But the rest He sends (To their bodies for 2 term appointed”. P-1409

Maulana Muhammad Ali

5. “allah takes (men’s) souls at the time of their death, and those that dies not, during their

sleep. Then He withholds those on whom He has passed the decree of death and sends the

others till an appointed term. Surely there are signs in this for a people who reflect”. P-BEG
COMMENTARIES

Let's examine some commentaries also to grasp the correct implication of the word

“Mafs’ used in the Qur'an approximately above 200 times
Maulana Muhammad Ali Sahib interprets:

“It is clear that it is not the animal soul that is taken away in sleep, it is the soul that
stands for human consciousness, In death both are taken away. The statement further makes
it clear that the word ‘tawaffa’ is applied to the taking of the soul and not to the removal of

the body from one place to another”.
Alama Abdullah Yusuf Ali comments on the verse

“The mystery of life and death, sleep and dreams is a fascinating enigma, of which the
solution is perhaps beyond the ken of man. A vast mass af superstition as well as imaginative

and psychological literature has grown up about it. But the simplest and truest religious
doctrine is laid down here in a few words. In death we surrender our physical life, but our soul

does not die; it goes back to a place of existence in which it is more conscious of the realities of

the spiritual werld. “Allah takes the soul”.

“What is sleep? As far as animal life is concerned, ft is the cessation of the working of

the nervous system, though other animal functions, such as digestion, growth and the

circulation of the blood, continue, possibility at a different pace. It is the repose of the nervous

ic comman to man and animals, and perhaps even to plants, if as

is possible, plants have a nervous system The mental process (and certainly volition | are also

system, and in this respect It

suspended in sleep, except that in ordinary dreams there is a medley of recollections, which
g5 things that do not or cannot happen in nature as we

:-':I|_-:' orese 1t I_|,_|[||.r 1o our Lo CLIDUSTE
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consciousness). Nafs can only mean consciousness as Maulana Muhammed Ali boldly writes. l

| et hing |
I I ; |
! plans piritual existence akin 1o physical deat i £ are |
i I A I h 1 I
i ey | ]| W he time bei i T a0 from the
n. Alla K en for the tims eing. I, as some do we are o die I|
does not me back to the physical body, and the latter decays and |
B per e o fulfill ac irding to A lah's decre: oul COomes !
b re I | TR e life P-1409 i
i.
lita describe ath in the light of the Qur'an in the following eloguent !
i ||i.
th great mystery to most people. Not sp for the students of Quran. The Quran
ells us exactly what death is like. Thus we learn that death is exactly like sleeping; complete
with dreams. The P riod between death and resurrec tion, no matter how |r'-!._' passes one
night of sleep (see 2:259, 6:60, 16:21, 18:11, 19:25 and 30:55). Most, if not all the people,
never know that they have died. They will be utterly surprised on the day of resurrection”

What makes death eas Iy wr derstandable is the fact that we rli|l'|:!'.._\ :fpl-'ur-r::'l'-d

death. The period from creating our soul (7:172) to the moment of our birth, which is

probabl

y millions of years, was a period of death [see 2:28 and 40 11) Th way you feel about

e Fipet

it death is exactly identical to the second and final death, with one exception. Because

of the experiences we go through in this life, the second death is characterized by dreams

These will be joyous and happy dreams or horrible nightmares, depending on the way you led

your life (see 40;46)° [Quran: the final scripture P. 505 ]

ANALYSIS

The Qur'an, as all other books, has used allegorical words because they are
indispensable. Sunrise, sunset, darkness, atom are some of the allegorical words that each and FI
every person is compelled to use in daily life. The Qur'an has also used such words as
Tulu'usshams (sunrise), Ghrubushams (sunset), Dhulmah {darkness), Darrah (atom), Jannah
{Garden of Paradise) and so on. Spirit which is derived from the Latin word “spiritus’ is an
English word we sometimes use to denote Ruh (Revelation from God) and Nafs [Human

Maulana Muhammad Ali Sahib translates the Qur'anic term Nafs into English as soul but he

writes in his interpretation that by the soul is meant human consciousness (the soul that

e for human consciousness) and not the animal soul which we use allegorically

netimes. Human beings have been using such words as soul, life and spirit from time
Tt e 1k dan Lel v ek i

ymemaorial. Now we know that ther no such thing as soul or life existing actually. Ar
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s quite simple Temporary depariure ousness fram
| €ep. What is death? The simple. Permanent departure of
ii conscioushess from body is called death. The connection of the field of consciousness is
red from the body in sleep. Sti e remember what we dreamt, when we are
Nha 1ay 1 eason? Yes, eparation is temporary, the field of
| onsclousness retains its connection with the brain, through which man is enabled to recollect
€ Tield ol consciousness has experienced during its separation from the body.
Jf
I Ihere is an imaginary silver cord that connects Sinoatrial Node (SA Node) with brain
15 a group of cells that generates electrical current. It is situated in the heart. it
| sends out an electrical charge at some set interval say, once every second, which would
I establish the low-end normal heart rate of 60 beats per minute (60 to 80 is healthy rate). It is
| when the connection of SA Node with brain is sewied that a person dies. 5o the Qur'anic

statement has been proven scientifically by modern discoveries. Rashad Khalifa's description
of death in the light of Qur'an is here recommended to be read once more.

CONSCIOUSNESS — DICTIONARY MEANING

Webster's third new international dictionary defines consciousness as awareness or
| perception of an inward psychological or spiritual fact: intuitively perceived knowledge of
something in one’s inner self.

JOHN LOCKE'S DEFINITION OF CONSCIOUSNESS

“The perception of what passes in man’s own mind”

(Ref. Samuel Johnson's Dictionary)

Philosophers since the time of Rene Descartes and John Locke have struggled to
comprehend the true nature of consciousness. The celebrated work titled "The Blackwell
Companion to consciousness” written by two veteran celebrated authors Max Velmans and
susan Scheneiader says: “Anything that we are aware of at a given moment forms part of our
consciousness, making conscious experience at once the most familiar and most mysterious
aspect of our lives”.

DRIGIN OF THE WORD “CONSCIOUSNESS”

i
| The English word ‘conscious’ originally derived frem a Latin word ‘Conscious’ meaning

knowing with (oneself). Knowing that one knows is actually consciousness or awareness. Many
people know that drinking wine is a vice. still people go to pubs and some people drink like a
fish. some people drink themselves silly, or unconscious and again some people drink

themselves to death. Why? Even though they know that drinking wine is a vice the knowledge
y has not yet reached the field of consciousness. In other words they don’t knaw that they know

| drinking w ire They are not canscious, they are not aware. 5o mere knowledge will not
il [=

g CsdnaE e o S
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s the cognate of the Hebrew word “Nefesh’, The w
word is Lulll*.l:lt:u-.u 5 L s LRI S aptest meaning of the
THE ATTRIBUTES OF Ct INSCIOUSINESS
Realization
it means making omething real. It can be defined as the act of understanding something

N

6.

one had not noticed befare.
Feelings
Love, hatred, jealousy and so an are,

as known to everybody are feelings
Thoughts :

It needs no introduction. It can be defined as using one’s intellect to decide something,
"I Think, therefore | am” is the famous dictum attributed to Rene Descartes. Intellect ic the
ability or capacity to acquire and apply knowledge by means of thought and reason. To
have intellect means having the capacity to think,

Perception

It is knowing through the five senses,

Emotion

For example ‘anger’ is an emotion.

Cognition

It is acquiring knowledge by reasoning or by intuition,

il
2.
3. Nafs Al Mutmainnah ( The Nafs at peace)

THE STAGES OF NAFS (CONSCIOUSNESS) ACCORDING TO QUR'AN

There are three principal stages and four additional stages of Nafs. The upliftment of

Nafs as well as its decline and fall directly influence the spiritual and heavenly advancement
and enhancement of a human beings as well as his or her spiritual degradation.

THE 3 PRINCIPAL STAGES OF NAFS

Nafs Aammaarah ( The Inciting Nafs)
Mafs Lawwaamah [ The self-accusing Nafs) i

‘NAFS' IN IMAM GHAZALI'S POINT OF VIEW

What we can understand from the celebrated work titled ‘lhya Uloomiddin® written by

the warld renowned savant of 1slam Hujjatul Islam (The evidence of Islam) Imam Abu Hamid

Al Ghazali readine between the lines, that ‘Nafs’ is a comprehensive ward consisting of
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HE 4 £ AL STAGES OF NAFS i
h (The Inspir MNaf |
1e self ple fe)
| Wl al Ul I.';.":-ll Ll:hl" |.]i'u'i!'!1"i'l' please d |ldi': il
| h {The Pure Nafs) |
o | i |
- | gle out the thre principal stages of N and study about them in somewhat i
. Mafs Ammaarah - The Inciting Nafs
I : _ I
| Mafs Ammaarah or The Inciting MNafs is the unrefined state of Nafs. It is man's animal and ||
- satanic nature. Nafs Ammarah or the Inciting Nafs can well be defined as the lowest dimension
L of man’s inward existence which incites man to commit sins. Let's now read what the Qur'an |
] [ says about Nafs Ammaarah in 12:52
| s 3 .
| i -_';-—_'—I’-— &5 _: I.__L=,;\_'_J ._;H. W __aéll
- £
- l
{ “Surely, the human consciousness in its primitive and unrefined state advocates and incites
L
I e
& |
! MNafs Lawwamah — The self-accusing Nafs
- |
] This stage is the beginning of moral consciousness. The Holy Qur'an mentions this stage in
£ E
e following verse (75:2 !
L the following verse (75:2) : 3 GeIBLs ,
71 oo Gotet | (L [ T
-
- 5 gz i?
“and by the consciousness that continuously blames
- 3 »
| I g i i he iniguities he or she had done in his or her life
L & fl in this stage man will begin to remember the iniq s boig
i ? i i is an important stage when one I00kKs
{ Il and condemn himself or herself. This self blaming stage p B : .
=, | ¥ By :
. | ; . (e of self examination and so it is a praisewortny
i l back to his or her past sins. This is the stage : Gt R
f . i Wh l,'_':||n'||| t Alla 145 Sworn "" 1S v
- ‘ stage in the cause of spiritual progress. gt 15wy gty
A | (75:2)
= 1l
i S
- l‘ il 3 Nafs Al Mutmainnah (The Mafs at peace)
| |
: i e : e and contentment. But to |
- I This is the final stage in which man gets re AlERpHESS, peace 3 |
; | 5 15 - . istances of another four additional stages. Those
- ‘ reach at this stage man has to COVE! the distances | :
% . - wvalh ¢ nd Safyah respectively |
tapes are Mulhamah, Radhiya, Mardhiyyah a X |
= .
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s for you, secure and content cans

: tlousness come back to your Lord, self satisfied and

stied

fth My servante

I r My Paradise”. (89:27-30) I
) it
Notwithstanding the Balloping developments and achievements and in various faculties of
Modern Science it is to be admitted that we are still in a position that it is quite difficult to pin
down in detail what Nafs is
THE ADDITIONAL FOUR STAGES OF NAFS - A BIRD'S EYE VIEW ]
In order to reach the topmost position of Nafs which is described in the phrase ‘Mafs Al i
Mutmainnah’, the self-accusing Nafs [Nafs Lawwaamah) has to cover the distance of four more

stages. These stages are called the four additional stages of Nafs.

When the self-accusing Nafs (Nafs Lawwaamah) has sufficiently progressed it will reach
at the stage of Nafs Mulhamah. That means the Nafs here will be inspired with the
enlightenment on the truth by Allah. Then it will become pleased with Allah. This stage of
being pleased or satisfied with Allah is called Nafs Radhiyah. Then Allah Himself will be
pleased with this good progressive consciousness. Thus it will reach at a stage of Mardhiyyah.
When it gets the pleasure and satisfaction of Allah the Nafs will become crystal pure. At this
stage this Nafs will be called Nafs Safi. In the end this progressive and advancing Nafs will

reach at the Zenith of Perfection, progress, advancement and enhancement. That highest

stape is called Nafs Al Mutmainnah.

In its primitive state, the Nafs (Nafs Al Ammarah — The Inciting Nafs) has mainly four
characteristics that must be overcome.

ousness] that must be overcome.
f

The four bad and base characteristics of Nafs (Consci

1. Takabbur / Kibar (Pride)

2. Shahwah (Lust / Passion]

3. Hirs (Greed / Avarice)

4. Ujb (Haughtiness / Impertinent el

¥ " i 3 =Ta}
The four | haracters which are to be overcome can well be expressed in the eloguent

The four base chard j |
i il ' suram, a Keralite Islamic

'ers f 2 famous Arabic poem: composed by Sayyid Alawi of Mampu s

verses of a famous Ari ; :
f I wigin who p Jesed away roughly three centuries ago.
savant of Arablan orig G _ R e R
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F- ; «
L & ) I
‘ 4
i il o tharaciers each one of which is attributed to the main feature of the
i EE .-.._-r,,.'...r,-uv_rr:,.;,._.l.;-,l vk are these hbird:

to Peacock
buted to Cock
eed is attributed to Crow

Haughtiness is attributed to Hawk
hese are base characters and signs of the fake ones and frauds ”
{AFS AND BODY

Nafs connote body? Some scholoars think so! But they have not so far been able
roduce even a single proof from the entire Holy Qur'an. To denote body The Holy Qur'an
used the words such as Badan | AR AT ), Jism ( lié-_:: ) and Jasad ( “——=-).5 For

vample the Qur'an says about the body of Pharaoh:

:.I ’

i
L
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“Today, we will preserve your body, to set you up as a sign for subsequent

generations”.

A

NAFS IN THE HOLY QUR'AN — A FEW EXAMPLES
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“Every Human Consciousness chall taste of death”. (3 )
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FTWO IMPORTANT STEPS TO BE TAKEN TO STRUGGLE AGAINST NAFS
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Ll Fi wilkh hope, sincerity and strength 1o fight against satanic tendencies and evil traits of |

character, and to rise beyond material pleasures and worldly gains”

Le) Ll iemembranci | ring the whole joury : LA i I_'j||'.'|"l.|ll i iy one should
constantly and incessantly remember God and the graces bestowed by Him. He or she must at
ach step thank Him constantly and incessantly for His help, mercy and guidance in fulfilling

his or her intentions. The degree of gratitude to God should increase as he or she attains a t
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Vi ere is consciousness situated in the hud'_.ﬂ

The consciousness is connected with electromagnetic field. So far as the electro-
magnetic field is concerned, it is pervading in every atom of the human hody. S0 human

consciousness can be said to be present in the entire body.

CONSCIOUS INTELLIGENCE

(SPERM, OVUM AND ZYGOTE A BRIEF 5TUDY )

Read the Qur’anic verse given below:
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(23:14)

“Then we fashioned the sperm into a leech like substance, then we fashioned the leech
like substance into a chewed lump of flesh; then we fashioned bones out of this chewed lump
of flesh: then we clothed the bones with flesh; then We developed it inte another creation.

N
50 blessed be Allah, the best of creators. f

(23:14)

Every sperm has got conscious intelligence. Acrosome develops over the anterior half

of the head in the spermatozoa (sperm cells) Ovum has also got conscious intelligence more in

A sperm remains alive 72 hours (3 days ) after the entering into

juantity than that of sperms _
the ovum only lasts for 48 hours [ Two days]. The ovum

the vagina, but its capacity to fertilize |
« through fallopian tubes Fallopian tubes also

1 A,
15 ready Lo receive Sperm and slowly mowi
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! I i Ing the pro f fertilization. The ovum has got selective capacity due to its l
| ntellieencs Thi | et e f 1 - ) |
ni capacity of ovum only lasts for 24 hour lon: :j;.'rl] Crvum |.I
1l
all but barri il does not receive sperm haphazardly. Ovum only receives the [
: i

| erm that it selects with its selective capacity. The fertilized egg {ovum) is called zygote.

quite clear from the previous sentences, the zygote is formed from the male Il

| | uctive cell called ‘sperm’ and the female reproductive cell called ‘ovum’. We have |
I A I
: lv made it clear that both sperm and ovum have got ‘Conscious Intelligence’. Therefore i i'.
{ t all difficult to grasp that Zygote which is a combination of sperm and ovum have also '
ol Conscious Intelligence which is also formed as a result of fertilization that is joining

together of both sperm and ovum.

! The zygote which has got Conscious Intelligence is the ‘Alaga’ [ The leech like substance
s the Holy Qur'an calls it). When 25 days have passed after fertilization the zygote becomes a
| substance appearing to be “a chewed lump of flesh” due to the indentations marked on it |}l
owing to presence of Somites and Fatngeal Arches, This stage of embryonic development is

Mudgha' (A chewed lump of flesh). Then bones are created. Later these bones are

callet

clathed with intact flesh. It is to be noted that during all these various stages and processes it |H

is Consciousness that contrals everything.

"KHALQUN AAKHAR' (ANOTHER CREATION)

When three weeks have passed the Sinoartial Node (SA Node) which is situated in the i
heart starts to operate. Then, when another three more weeks have passed the Neuro
Transmission in the brain gets ready for making the most of Consciousness. Thus, it is none
s newly farmed. Perhaps the Holy Qur’an indicates this newly

other than a Consciousness that i
farmed Consciousness by the phrase ‘Khalqun Aakhar' (Another Creation). This Consciousness, |}

curiously enough, has every capacity to equip the baby for coming to earth and adapt to its
|

surroundings, for example - The five sense argans and other external and internal organs of

the body are created. This Consciousness operates in this way in the womb of the mother in
order that the physical world the baby is going to enter by birth may be enjoyed to the full

extent.

SUBCONSCIOU
'l

When the infant has been born subconscious will be formed. The Censciousness

collects information through five senses {sight, heaning, touch, smell and taste) and it is input ‘

pramed. All the operations of inner organs, for example The

into Subconscious where is pra
beonscious. Subconscious operates 24

|| heart beat Blood Circulation etc arg controlistBySu
' hours incessantly until last breath. At thluﬂ Mh. Subconscious passes into the fourth

input into it through the
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“ ‘Mafs’ described in the Holy Qur'an is none other than Human Consciousne |
" earche progressing in the faculty related to consciousness |
1 1 \ - . f a |
researches in this field open up new vistas for students of science. We can give you a
|
| eporical assurance that by the Qur'anic term "Nafs’ it is consciousness that is meani. Now
| we are in the broad daylight of Modern Science and we don't have to grope in the darkness of
ipnorance in this era of amazingly big leap of Science that daily puts into our hands greater and
I,i Eredier powWer:
i

| REFERENCE — ‘NAFS’

| The word ‘Nafs’ including its plural form ‘Anfus’ has appeared in more than two hundred places

in the Holy Qur'an. A few them have been given below for your reference.
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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE MOST GRACIOUS, THE MOST COMPASSIONATE

MALA’KATULLAH In THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY QUR’AN

Dr. E. Tahir

Belief in Malaikatullah (Angels of God) is second only to the belief in God
Almighty in the Six Articles of Faith which Islam underlines.

The importance of the belief in angels in Islamic religion can be grasped
from the following verse of the Holy Qur'an.
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“Qye who believe! Believe in Allah and His Messengers, and in the Book
which He has revealed to His Messenger, and the Book which He has revealed
before it. An whoso disbelieves in Allah and His Angels, and His Books and His

Messengers, and the Last Day, has surely strayed far away”
(The Holy Qur'an 4:137)

So Indeed, belief in Mala’ikattullah (The angels of God) is part and parcel
of Islamic faith. But here a stark reality stares at us whether whoever admits or
denies it. The reality is that so many scholars have written a lot of voluminous
tomes and volumes concerning the Belief in Allah, The Books, The Messengers,
The last Day and even concerning the belief in Decree of Allah (Tagdeer) but it
is only a handful of them who ventured to write something in detail pertaining
to Angels (The Mala’ikatullah). Among those who approached the subject quite
seriously Hadrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmad Sahib has to be ranked
number one. In this paper this humble self will scientifically prove the
existence and the inevitable functions of the Angels of God. Such a profound
study or dissertation as this to the best of my knowledge and belief, has never
been done in Kerala and perhaps in the whole world. The truth the famous
scientist Albert Einstein stated years ago in the words “Science without
Religion is lame. Religion without Science is blind” has been taken into account

throughout this study.
i
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MALAIKAH, MALAK AND AMLAK

Just as humans are made of clay, and Jinn are made of smokeless fire, angels
(Mala'ikah) are made of light. So Malaikah are luminous beings but
imperceptible to human eyes. Various tasks have been assigned to them by
Almighty Allah. A ‘Malak’ belongs to Mala’ikah. So every Malak is Mala'ikah.
But every Malak may not necessary be a Malak because a Malak is one who is
exclusively appointed to carry out a certain special task.
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“Every Malak is Mala'ikah while all Mala’ikah may not necessarily be
Malak”.

(Ref. Al Mufradat — Imam Raghib Al Asfahani P 476)

The plural form of Malak is Amlak while Mala'ikah is a collective n :
(Group name) including all angels whether they be Malak or nun-Mahk hﬂ___
( 4 ‘JJ.:-_) ) is also called Malaak | %Z.L.-h ).

ANGEL HIERARCHY

1. Those who manifest the attrlbutes of |
arecalled ¢ _'t__;-ﬁJlo-l.:a:J i
Throne). Throug

2. Those
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3. Those who are in charge of various minor functions. Their number cannot
be fixed. About them Allah says in Surah Al Fat-h and in Surah Al Muddathir.

| Bl Dk e 3 4
“And to Allah belong the hosts of the heavens and the earth” ( The Holy
Qur'an 48:4, 48:7)

'ﬂiilqj I:;:I!' L ﬁ*‘:‘;}i
“And none knows the hosts of your Lord but He”. (The Holy Qur'an 74:31)

THE FIFTEEN DIVISIONS OF ANGELS

As indicated earlier, the angels can also be classified into fifteen in
accordance with the Holy Qur'an itself. W

1. “Hamalah Al Arsh’ including ‘Hafoona hawlal Arsh” (The upholders of the: = i

Throne and the surrounders of the Throne)
2. Jibril or Gabriel (Assignment: Conveying Inspiration and Revelation) :
 (Ref. Surah Ashua’ra:193), Al Bagarah:97, Al Bagarah: 253, Al Qadr

Attakathur:19, Annajm:5)
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10.Al Mubashirun - Those who give glad news to the righteous and the pious.
(Ref. Surah Fussilat: 30) (Ref. Annisa’, Chapter-4, Verse No:165)

11.Al Mustaghfirun — Those who pray for the forgiveness of good people and
the true believers (Ref. Surah: Ahzab: 43, Surah Ghafir:7)

12.Ashafigun - They are the intercessors for the good.
(Ref. Surah Al Anbiya’: 28)

13.Those who witness. They are the ones who bear witness to the truth of the
prophets (Ref, Annisa’: 166)

14.Those who give firmness to the believers and annihilates the rebellious
disbelievers. (Ref. Al-Anfaal:12)

15.The others — They are mentioned in Surah Al Fat-h:4, Surah Al Fat-h:7, and
in Surah Al Muddathir:31

K OF E

What is the work of angels? Let's examine. “In the physical world, the
angels are the ultimate cause of the laws of nature. The whole business of the
b - universe is conducted through their agency. It is through their instrumentality

that rain falls, wind blows, the sun sends down its rays upon earth, and a :
poison and an antidote perform their respective functions and so on and on. Of i
; _I_VCI‘:II]I"SE, to put it in a nutshell, there is nothing in the world which can ham-.-_l&
effect without their (the angels’) agency. But this does not mean that poison i
~not poison in its very nature, or that antidote is not antidote in itself; Wh_, N
8 mean is this, that poison does not work unless the angel allows it to have it
effect, and that antidote cannot work, unless allowed to do so by the an
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“In the spiritual world, the work of angels consists in imparting religious
as well as secular knowledge to those who seek after it. They are appointed to
shed the light of knowledge on the minds of men. Edison acknowledges the
share of inspiration in his inventions (Vide Edison, His life and Inventions by
F.L.Dyer and T.C.Martin, Vol. Il, P-607). He was fond of secular knowledge
which was imparted to him by the angels. Prophets and saints seek spiritual
knowledge and consequently angels imparts to them spiritual knowledge.
Tastes differ, and the distribution of knowledge by the angels varies with
tastes. Angels impart knowledge in a very peculiar way. Whatever they want to
teach they input in the subconscious. So that it may be recollected in time of
need”.

(Courtesy: Ali Muhammad, B.A., B.T Review of religions Jan, Feb &
March 1923. Slightly Adapted)

GABRIEL, THE ARCHANGEL

Gabriel (In Arabic Jibreel) is known as the archangel. He is the angel of
the highest rank. The reason why Islam has conferred the highest rank of being
the archangel on Gabriel is it is Gabriel who has brought all the 6234 verses of
the Holy Qur'an to the prophet Muhammad (S) during the period of 23 years of
Divine Revelation to the seal of the prophets.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT GABRIEL

“And | heard a man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, who called,
and said, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision”. (Daniel 8:16) “Yes,
while | was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom | had seen in the vision
at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the
evening offering (Daniel 9:21). “And the angel answered and said to him, “l am
Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and
bring you these glad tidings (Luke 1:19)

ETYMOLOGY

The Arabic word ‘Malak’ is derived from ‘Malakh’ in Hebrew. Its English
equivalent ‘Angel’ is the fusion of the old English (Germanic) word ‘Angel’ with
a strong ‘g’ and old French ‘Angele’. Both derive from the Latin "Angelus’ which
in turn is the Romanization of the ancient Greek. The Greek word is




——

G

15%2) ';_1,(]‘ which is pronounced as ‘Angelos’. The Greek verb

# [ ]

( ' pronounced as ‘Angello’ means ‘Bear a Message’.
DyyA)|

VISIBILITY OF MALA’IKATULLAH (ANGELS OF GOD) TO HUMANS

The Theological study of angels is known as “Angelology”. The angels are
supernatural beings or spirits often depicted on humanoid form with feathered
wings on their backs and halos around their heads, found in various nay all
religions and mythologies. It is in fact in Zoroastrianism (Although it has
stumbled at some places) and Abrahamic religions that the angels are often
depicted as benevolent celestial beings acting as intermediaries between
Heaven and Earth, or as guardian spirits bestowed upon tutelary authority or a
guiding influence. In Islamic religion the mention of angels having wings is only
being allegorical. The religious other than Islam present many superstitious

beliefs concerning the existence and form of angels.

Are angels visible to human eyes? This is the next question we have to
address. To answer this question, for a more accurate and more beautiful
description we will prestigiously quote from Hadrat Mrrza Bashiruddin
Mahmood Ahmad Sahib’s eloguent and lucid writings. “One thing which ought
to be borne in mind regarding the angels is that they are such spiritual beings
as cannot be seen in their own actual forms by a human with his physical eyes,
and that if they are seen with these eyes, they must be seen in forms other
than the actual. That is, either these physical eyes are unable to see the angels
and spiritual eyes will be required for the purpose or if they be visible to these
eyes, the angels must assume some shapes other than their own. Accordingly,
the Holy Qur’an says, “Had We caused the angels to descend, We would have
made them assume the shapes of men and the matter would have remained
doubtful for them” (The Holy Qur'an 6:9). In other words, these people ask
why the angels does not come down. The fact is that, if an angel be sent down,
he must be sent down in the guise of a man and then again these people will
be able to see him. But when they will see angels in human forms, the matter
whether they are angels or men will still remain doubtful and the doubt which
they raise, viz., this is not the word of God but the fabrication of a man will not
be removed even then. So we would have sent an angel in case it had been of
any use. But as the angels are not visible to the physical eyes of a human being
who can see an angel only if he assumes a human shape and they will raise
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objections even when that happens, so the angels are not caused to descend

to them”,
(Vide PP 265, 266 Review of Religions August & September 1923)

It follows from the above that the angels are invisible beings and cannot
be seen with these physical eyes. Not only prophets but also Muslim divines
have seen the angels very often in human forms. Mazhar Janejanan would wait
for his most beloved desciple Thanaullah to turn up before starting his class.
He would say sometimes that Thanaullah had started from home. One day his
disciples asked him how he could know that. Mazhar Janejanan replied: “I see
before me angels who gets prepared to stand up for venerating Thanaullah®.

NATURE OF ANGELS

Now we have to consider whether or not the angels are created beings,
for the position that has been assigned to them leads to believe that they are
not so, and this is the reason why the Christians have fallen into an error in as
much as they think that the Holy Ghost is not a created being but is a part and
parcel of God and hence they regard him also as God. But Islam says it is false
to say that the angels are not created beings. As for instance, the Holy Qur'an
speaks of them as having been created. God the Most High says, “Or have we
made the angels females and were they witnesses to their creation?” ( The
Holy Qur'an 37:149),

It is clear from the verse quoted above that God has created angels. It is
also apparent from the same verse that the angels of God (Mala'ikatullah) are
creatures which bear no distinction of sex.

Whether the angels are subject to death or not is another question. Just
a the human subconscious will be kept immune from death, so will the angels
he safe from annihilation, or some of them will suffer annihilation while others
will be allowed to live. The Jews think that when any revelation is sent, the
wave which is brought into existence by the uttering of the words of the
revelation calls into being thousands of angels who die the moment they are
born. But the Zoroastrians look on the angels as immortal beings.

The angels have been endowed with volition but only to a very limited
extent. They may be liked to a banana fruit hung round the neck of a horse
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with a long rope so that it can move but cannot go beyond that circle. The

angels also move in a circle and cannot go beyond the limit fixed for them. The
limit is indicated in the following verse of the Holy Qur'an:
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“They don’t disobey Allah in what He commands them and do as they
are commanded”,

(Vide The Holy Qur'an 66:6)

No, they cannot overstep this bound. That the angels have volition may
also be deducted from another verse in which they speak of Adam. See the
verses given below:
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“And when your Lord said to the angels: ‘I am about to place a
vicegerent in the earth’, they said: will you place therein such as will cause
disorder in it, and shed blood? — and we glorify you with your praise and extol
your holiness’. He answered: ‘I know what you do not know’. And He taught
Adam all the root words of the Arabic language (Asma’), then He put them
before the angels and said: ‘Tell Me the root words of these if you are right’.

(The Holy Qur'an 2:30, 31)

The question put by the angels to God whom they beseech is intended
to let them know who will hold Adam in check when he will create
disturbances and shed blood. This question points out that they have will
power to a certain extent but that it does not lead them to evil and does not
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allow them to overstep the bounds of virtue. But this verse should not be
interpreted to mean that they raised an objection; it only shows that they put
a question. It may be said that perhaps God inspired them to put that guestion
and so they did. In the first place, it is wrong to assert that they asked that
question on God bidding them do so, for God says later on, “If you are right”
and commands them to tell Him the “root words” if they were right in putting
that question. This proves that their question was not put in obedience to a
command of God. Moreover some sayings of the prophet also lead one to the
inference that the angels possess will. For instance, it is narrated that a certain
person went to a theologian who was well-versed in religion and after telling
him that he had committed so many sins and murdered 99 persons with no
reason asked him if the door of repentance was yet open to him. The man
replied that his repentance would not be accepted. Thereupon the divine
person to death and proceeded to some other saintly person so that he might
repent before him. But he died in the way. Then the guardian Angels of
Heaven (Khazanah Al Jannah) said that they would carry him to heaven for he
had made a resolve to repent and the guardian angels of hell. (Khazanah —
Anaar) said that they would take him to hell for he died before repenting.
These words of the prophet peace and blessings of Allah be upon him show
that the angels (Mala'ikatullah) have been gifted with volition.

THE FOUR FUNDAMENTAL FORCES OF NATURE

Nobody can gainsay, in this scientific age, the presence of an all
pervading force in the entire universe. Even the prominent scientists have
written in clear-cut terms that there is a force or Conscious Intelligence behind
every force and each particle of the world. Most people think this all pervading
force or Cosmic Consciousness is God Almighty. They are mistaken. God is not
all pervading. The being or ‘is'ness or the essence of God cannot be said to be
all pervading, since it is not so. But the manifestations of His Divine Attributes
are all pervading indeed. In the sense that the manifestations of His attributes
are all pervading He is called Omnipresent.

Einstein was forced to say “when | look at this world, | cannot escape
from the feeling that there is an eternal Cosmic Mystery behind it".
Mala’katullah or the Angels of God are luminous beings imperceptible to
human eyes, pervading in each and every atom and particle. So the force or
the Conscious Intelligent Spirit or the Agent or the Cosmic Mystery as Max
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Planck, Sir Isaac Newton and Dr. Albert Einstein believe to be existing all over
the universe is none other than Mala'ikatullah. God has assigned many works
to them. The fundamental forces of nature work through them.

Yes, the universe is governed by forces. There are four fundamental
forces that have been identified. In our present universe they have rather
different properties. The four fundamental force are:

(1) Strong atomic force (3) Weak atomic force
(2) Electromagnetic force (4) Gravitational force

THE PROPERTIES OF THE FUNDAMENTAL FORCES

Although the strong interaction is very strong, it is very short-ranged.
That is to say, it acts only over ranges of order 10 ¥ centimetres and is
responsible for holding the nuclei of atoms together. It is basically attractive,
but can be effectively repulsive in some circumstances.

The electromagnetic force causes both electric and magnetic effects
such as the repulsion between like electrical charges or the interaction of bar
magnets. Though long ranged it is comparatively much weaker than the strong
force. It can be attractive or repulsive, and acts only between pieces of matter
carrying electrical charge.

The weak force is responsible for radio active decay and neutrino
interactions. /it has very short range and, as its name indicates it is very weak.

The gravitational force is weak too, but long ranged. Furthermore, it is
always attractive, and acts between any two pieces of matter in the universe
since mass is its source.

THOUGH WEAK, THE GRAVITATIONAL FORCE WINS THE RACE IN THE END

Here the gravitational force can be depicted as the tortoise in the
ancient story of the race between the hare and the tortoise. It is so because,
although the four fundamental forces all play central roles in making the
universe what it is today, with respect to the large scale issues that are of
interest to Cosmology it is gravitational force, inspite of being weak, that is
most important.
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This is because of two of jts basic properties that set it apart from other
forces.

1) Itis long ranged and thus can act over cosmological distances
2) It always supplies an attractive force between any two pieces of
matter in the universe,

Thus although gravitation is extremely weak, it always wins over
cosmological distances and therefore is the most important force for the
understanding of the large scale structure and evolution of the universe. This
fact reminds one the old story of the race between the hare and the tortoise.
Though slow in speed, it is the tortoise that wins the race eventually. Likewise,
although extremely weak, it is the gravitational force itself is the winner in the
end.

SPONTANEOUS SYMMETRY BREAKING

The above discussion indicates that the fundamental forces in our
present universe are distinct and have very different characteristics. But the
current thinking in Theoretical Physics is this was not always so. There is a
rather strong belief (although it is yet to be confirmed experimentally) that in
the very early universe when temperatures were very high compared with
today, the weak, electromagnetic and strong forces were unified into a single
force. Only when the temperature dropped did these forces separate from
each other, with the strong force separating first and then at a still lower
temperature the electromagnetic and weak forces separating to leave us with
the four distinct forces that we see in our present universe. The process of the
forces separating from each other is called Spontaneous Symmetry Breaking.

There is further separation, which is even less firm than that above, that
at even higher temperatures (the plank scale) as four forces were unified into a
single force. Then, as the temperature dropped, gravitation separated first and
then the other three forces separated as described above.

UNIFICATION OF FORCES

Attempts numerous have been made in the field of Theoretical Physics
for a theoretical unification of forces. Prof. Muhammad Abdus Salam, the well-
known Pakistani Theoretical Physicist who was born in 29 July 1926 and died
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on 21 November 1996 (Aged 60) in Oxford, United Kingdom shlared the 1979
Nobel Prize in Physics for his contribution to electroweak unification and
became the first and only Pakistani to receive a Nobel Prize and also the first
Muslim to win Nobel Prize in Science. Prof. Salam who had been a stalwart
Ahmadi until his last breath was the Science advisor to the Government of
Pakistan from 1960-1976, a position from which he played a major and
influential role in Pakistan’s Science. Prof. Abdus Salam often made it clear that
it was his firm belief in the oneness of Almighty that led him to the major
discovery of unification forces.

ANGELS BEHIND THE PROCESS OF CREATION

Every action be it the Big Bang (The singularity at the beginning of the
universe) or the Big Crunch (The singularity at the end of the universe) or
anything like that is done actually by the angels in accordance with the will and
command of God Almighty. It is within six stages and ages and aeons that the
angels have made the process of creation by Allah’s command. In the first
stage or eon quarks and leptons were created. Then the proton was created. In
the second stage combining both proton and electron, hydrogen was created.
In the third stage nitrogen was created. At the fourth stage there occurred the
stellar explosion. In the fifth stage R.N.A was created. It is in the sixth stage of
creation that the man, the main character in the story of the universe and
moreover the vicegerent of God on the earth appears on the face of this
pulchritudinous planet. Now let's read the following verse of the Holy Qur'an
with rapt attention.
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“Verily your Lord is Allah who created the heaven and the earth in six
periods, then He is established on the throne of authority regulating the affair.
He governs everything. There is no intercessor with Him save after His
permission. That is Allah, your Lord, so worship Him. Will you not, then, be
admonished?”

(The Holy Qur'an 10:3)







What is energy? Yes, in common parlance, the ability to do work is called
rgy. According to the famous genius Dr.Wind energy is something difficult
o define. Stephen Hawking, the author of the record-breaking bestseller
brief H:stnry of Time From the Big Bang to Black Holes’ writes:

bt

“The Idee of inflation could also explain why there is so much matter in
E universe. There are something like ten million million million million million
million million million million million million million million million ( 1 with
sighty zeros after it) particles in the region of the universe that we can
“ erve. Where did they all come from? The answer is that, in guantum
".3"-"1‘?. particles can be created out of energy in the form of
rticle/antiparticle pairs. But that just raises the question of where the energy

he matter in the universe is made out of positive energy. However, the
er is all attracting itself by gravity. Two pieces of matter that are close to
ether heve less energy than the same two pieces a long way apart,

: e e from. The answer is that the total energy of the universe is exactly zero.

: you have to expend energy to separate them against the gravitational - .I i
at is pulling them together. Thus, in a sense, the Efﬂ\ﬂtatm"a' ﬁ‘-‘l‘i has e e
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